Globalization: History, Theory, Issues and Implications

Instructor: Dr. Ming Xia, Professor of Political Science, the City University of New York, the College of Staten Island

Email: xia@mail.csi.cuny.edu
Course Description

Globalization is a “historical process” that involves the “widening, deepening, speeding up and growing impact of worldwide interconnectedness” (Anthony McGrew). The increasing interconnectedness and shortening distances of human beings, communities, and states are in terms of both spatial and temporal dimensions. On the one hand, human communities and activities have become so interdependent that a “global village” has been conceptualized to describe the shrinking space of the world; the so-called butterfly effect may turn any insignificant event into a cause of chain reaction that could easily become a revolutionary phenomenon; but if being spun out of control, it could turn into a disaster, too. On the other hand, with the impact of information technology, human activities have been greatly synchronized and the pace of history accelerated, which leave less time for human agents to react to and harness historical dynamics. In general, the process of globalization has wrought a great transformation in human history; its impact upon all aspects of human life is tremendous, in both positive and negative ways.

Designed as a graduate seminar that is also open to upper-level undergraduates, this course addresses the phenomenon of globalization as a historical event. This course will focus on the following themes and topics: The historical context of globalization and theoretical predecessors in the study of globalization; the underlying driving forces of globalization (especially the technological innovation and commercial expansion); the creation of a globalized economy, governance, culture, and ideology; the various manifestations of globalization in economy, politics, culture, and environmental area; the pros and cons of globalization; the uneven impact of globalization upon the developed and developing countries; the role of the United States and the tensions between Americanization and globalization; the strategies of different nations in response to globalization; the consequences of globalization, in particular, some negative impact upon the world and nations; the case study of China in the process of globalization and an assessment of its performance; and finally a discussion of global governance for challenges that is confronting the world and the future course of globalization.   

Course Goals

· The primary goal is to introduce the newly developed research area of globalization and related important literature to the Chinese university community. For this purpose, this course will highlight basic concepts, research methods and perspectives, and the lineage of theoretical thinking about globalization.

· The second goal is to help Chinese students develop a comprehensive understanding of the dynamics, scope, and impact of ongoing globalization process. It will help Chinese students develop a critical thinking about the boon and bane of globalization in order to manage the turbulent force of global development.

· The third goal is to take a close look at the different aspects of globalization in economy, politics, culture, and environmental issues; this will enable Chinese students to formulate a new discourse on the new challenges in the changing world. 

· The fourth goal is to assess the strategies that different countries have applied to respond the force of globalization. The success and failure of different strategies and the tension between globalists and traditionalists would help Chinese students engage in scholarly debate on globalization, and in the long run, affect the policy options in China. From the policy and social movement perspectives, one end result of this course is to help students “think globally, act locally.”  

Core Textbooks

David Held, Anthony McGrew, David Goldblatt, and Jonathan Perraton, Global Transformation: Politics, Economics and Culture (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1999)

David Held and Anthony McGrew, The Global Transformations Reader (Cambridge, UK: Polity Press, 2003). 

John Baylis and Steve Smith, ed., The Globalization of World Politics (Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 2005)

Mark Kesselman, The Politics of Globalization: A Reader (Boston and New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2007)

Joel Krieger, ed., Globalization and State Power: A Reader (New York: Pearson Longman, 2006)

Joseph E. Stiglitz, Globalization and Its Discontents (New York: W. W. Norton, 2002)

Jagdish Bhagwati, In Defense of Globalization (Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 2004)

Benjamin R. Barber, Jihad vs. McWorld (New York: Ballantine Books, 1995 and 2001)  

Supplemental Readings:

Thomas L. Friedman, The Lexus and the Olive Tree: Understanding Globalization (New York: Anchor Books, 1999 and 2000)

---, The World Is Flat: A Brief History of the Twenty-first Century (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2005 and 2006)

Manfred B. Steger, Globalism: The New Market Ideology (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2002)

Michael Mandelbaum, The Ideas That Conquered the World: Peace, Democracy, and Free Markets in the Twenty-first Century (New York: Public Affairs, 2002)

Contents of the Class

Day One:

The Origin Globalization and Its Historical Evolution

Theoretical Predecessors of Globalization

Day Two:

Drivers of Globalization: From Technology to Trade

A Globalized World System: Institutions, Structure and Norms

Days Three and Four:

Multifaceted Aspects of Globalization

--Economic Perspective

--Political Perspective

--Cultural Perspective

--Environmental Perspective

[Reading assignment in addition to the textbooks:

Samuel P. Huntington, The Clashes of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order (New York: Touchstone, 1997)] 

Day Five:

Globalism: Ideology of Globalization

Day Six:

The Dark Side of Globalization

· Terrorism

· Transnational Organized Crime

· Global Pandemics

· Failed States

Tensions between the “McWorld versus Jihad”

[Reading assignments in addition to the textbooks: 

Mark Findlay, The Globalisation of Crime (Cambridge and New York: Cambridge University Press, 1999)

Maryann K. Cusimano, ed., Beyond Sovereignty: Issues for a Global Agenda (Boston and New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2000)

Loch Johnson, Bombs, Bugs, Drugs, and Thugs (New York: New York University Press, 2000)]

Day Seven:

The Discontents and Enemies of Globalization 

American Imperialism and Globalization

[Additional reading assignments:

National Intelligence Council, “Mapping the Global Future: 2020 Project,” download at <http://www.cia.gov>.

David Harvey, The New Imperialism (Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 2003)

Amy Chua, World on Fire: How Exporting Free market Democracy Breeds Ethnic Hatred and Global Instability (New York: anchor Books, 2003 and 2004)].

Day Eight:

China in Globalization

[Additional Reading Assignments:

Thomas Moore, “China and Globalization;” Hongying Wang, “Hong Kong and Globalization;” and Lynn T. White III, “Taiwan and Globalization;” all in Samuel Kim, East Asia and Globalization (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2000)]. 

Global Governance and the Future of Globalization

[Addition Reading Assignment:

Francis Fukuyama, State-building: Governance and World Order in the 21st Century (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2004)]
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