CUNY-College of Staten Island

Dept. of Political Science, Philosophy & Economics

Pol 353: China: Politics and Foreign Relations

 中 国 政 治 与 外 交

	Spring 2007

Time 6:30-8:10 PM, M. & W.

Classroom: 2N112 (M), 2N104 (W.)

Office Hours: 1:00-2:00 PM (Tue.), 10:00-12:00 AM, Wed..     
	Professor: Ming Xia, Ph.D.

Office Phone: (718) 982-3197

Room: John Marchi Hall (2N) 236 

E-mail: xia@mail.csi.cuny.edu


COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVE

This course is designed to help students understand issues and institutions in contemporary Chinese politics, China's behaviors both at home and internationally. This course focuses on the policies, process, and problems of changing the communist system in China during the past quarter century. The course gives students an understanding both of the general problems of revising communism as well as the specific situation in China.  To meet our goal, this course will cover the following important themes: historical background, political development and its pattern under Mao Zedong and Post-Mao reform era, political system and institutional reasons for changes, tensions and conflicts within Chinese politics and between the state and society, China’s economic development and strategies, social and public policies, China’s search for a role in the international community, and the prospect for China's democratization and the survival of China as a state and a nation, the impact of its development upon the world. By the end of the semester, we should comprehend the structure of power in China, the complex new demands and challenges the Chinese political system is facing, the responses the political system is making to these challenges, China's interactions with its neighbors and the international community, policy debates on socio-economic issues, and the overall current situation in China.

By the late 1970s, after the death of Mao Zedong, it was clear that the classic communist system had failed in its attempts to obliterate traditional values and to create a new type of society and people. Under the leadership of Deng Xiaoping in the late 1970s, China started to reform and to restructure its political-economic system. Many problems emerged. The Tiananmen Square massacre in 1989 dramatically revealed the contradictions of reform. Since then, economic restructuring has continued, and the Chinese economy has been growing very rapidly. A new political elite has been consolidating its rule, with one foot in the communist party and the other in business. Although the economy and society have changed, the political system remains highly autocratic and coercive. The Chinese political economy looks less and less like the hopes of Marx or the practice of Stalin, and more and more like a typical autocratic, patrimonial Asian system. These two faces of China, economic liberalization and political repression at the same time, make its developmental course full of contradictions and its impact upon the world very unpredictable. As China emerges on the world stage as a major power with the world's largest population, knowledge about this country will be critical if we are to be prepared for the 21st century. 

From the perspective of social scientific research, the rapidly changing China provides a fascinating case for discussing many important problems most Third World societies have in common. China is an excellent “laboratory” for the studies of modernization, revolution, development strategy, institution building and decay, development of civil society, transition of Communist regime, democratization, and the emergence of a new power in international arena.  Through extensive reading and discussion, not only should students learn the subject itself, but also they should improve their general skills in social science research.    

The teaching method and learning strategy of this class consist of three major parts: (1) reading, (2) watching video materials, and (3) class discussion. The progress and accomplishment will be mainly assessed based upon the writing assignments with a consideration of class participation and discussion. 

This course is an upper division course in Political Science and is an elective course in the International Studies major.  It also fulfills the Pluralism and Diversity requirement.  Students taking this course must have sophomore standing.  

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS
Linda Benson, China since 1949 (New York: Pearson/Longman, 2002)

Lowell Dittmer and Guoli Liu, eds., China’s Deep Reform: Domestic Politics in Transition (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2006).

Minxin Pei, China’s Trapped Transition: The Limits of Developmental Autocracy (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2006).

RECOMMENDED BOOK 

Gregory M. Scott and Stephen M. Garrison, The Political Science Student Writer’s Manual (Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Prentice Hall, 2006)

SOME REFERENCE BOOKS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH

June Teufel Dreyer, China’s Political System: Modernization and Tradition (New York: Pearson Longman, 2006)

Stephanie Hemelryk Donald and Robert Benewick, The State of China Atlas (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 2005)

Robert G. Sutter, China’s Rise in Asia: Promises and Perils (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2005).

John Bryan Starr, Understanding China: A Guide to China’s Economy, History, and Political Culture (New York: Hill and Wang, 2001)

Jonathan Unger, Editor, The Nature of Chinese Politics: From Mao to Jiang (Armonk, NY: M. E. Sharpe, 2002)

David M. Lampton, Editor, The Making of Chinese Foreign and Security Policy in the Era of Reform (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Pr3ess, 2001)

Ming Xia, The Dual Developmental State: Development Strategy and Institutional Arrangements for China’s Transition (Aldershot, UK & Brookfield, Vermont: Ashgate, 2000)

Orville Schell and David Shambaugh, ed., The China Reader: The Reform Era (New York: Vintage Books, 1999)

Robert S. Ross, ed., After the Cold War: Domestic Factors and U.S.-China Relations (Armonk, NY: M. E. Sharpe, 1998)

Useful Websites on China:
http://www.chinasite.com (in Chinese)

http://www.china.org.cn (both in English and Chinese, an official site maintained by the Chinese government)

http://www.Chinadaily.net (in English, the site for China's official English newspaper)

http://www.cnd.org (in English, maintained by overseas Chinese in Canada and the United States)  

http://www.ncuscr.org (in English, maintained by the National Committee on U.S.-China Relations)
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/asia/china/ (English, The Online News Hour: China on the Rise).

New York Times “China Rises” Companion (http://www.nytimes.com/ref/college/coll-china-about.html) where you can find more than a dozen essays written by the instructor on the recent developments in China.

It is desirable for students to keep abreast of magazines with an Asian and Chinese focus, such as Beijing Review, Far East Economic Review, Asian Wall Street Journal, etc. An excellent source for Chinese perspectives is the China Daily.  It is also recommended that students in this course read the New York Times regularly. Subscriptions are available at a very advantageous student price in areas where there is regular home delivery. Contact the New York Times College Program directly at 1-800-631-2500 for information.

CLASS ATTENDANCE

Class discussions and lectures will supplement and highlight materials in the readings. Regular class attendance is necessary to master the materials of the course and is expected. Students who miss a class have the responsibility to find out from classmates (or the instructor) the material covered in that class. According to the New York State legislation, I will not give grade to student whose absence goes beyond two weeks. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING
· Requirements:

Track One:

Four Short Writing Assignments (2 book reviews and 2 essays with 3-5 pages. I will assign you topics to choose)                                                                        80%

Participation                                                                                                            10%

Attendance                                                                                                               10%                  

Track Two:

One Research Report (You have to go through the topic declaration, research proposal, and final draft stages)                                                                                   80%

Participation                                                                                                             10%

Attendance                                                                                                               10%

Films:

To get a broader, more human understanding of China, students will be required to borrow and watch videotapes of Chinese feature films and documentaries. Suggested titles are: Good Earth; Qiuju; Red Sorghum; Xiuxiu; The Last Emperor; Farewell, My Concubine; To Live; Seven Years in Tibet; Red Corner; The Adventure of Giant Panda; Mulan; Joy Luck Club; Crouching Tiger and Hidden Dragon, Blue Kite, A World without Thieves, and Hero. Every student has responsibility to report to the class on one of the titles listed above.  This will constitute part of your participation.

Writing Assignments

Track One: Two Book Reviews and Two Essays:

Students will present in written form an analysis of recent politics in some sector in China. The papers should focus on the topics I will assign to you in separate guidelines. They respectively cover the Chinese tradition, communist revolution: victory and failure; Deng's reforms and legacy; human rights and struggle for democracy; and US-China relationship. 

The essays MUST use footnotes to cite the publications discussed.  

Report:

Students are expected to write a research report, with a minimum of 12 pages (double-space, 12 font size and one inch margin) and not exceeding 25 pages. 

All writing works must strictly follow The Political Science Student Writer’s Manual.

The essays must be a finished piece of work, at an "adult level of presentation." This means typed, double space, one side of the paper, reasonable margins, neat, page numbers on the pages, and stapled together, etc. If you are using a dot matrix printer, print the final draft in high density (NLQ). Footnotes must be presented in the format specified above.

Adult level of presentation requires proper grammar, including agreement between subject and verb, consistency in verb tense, etc. Poor spelling and typographic errors must be avoided. Misuse of homonyms such as their-there-they're, due-do-dew, its-it's, to-too-two, whether-weather, principle-principal, site-sight-cite, red-read. steal-steel etc., and confusion of the plural (...s) with the possessive (...'s) are unacceptable in adult level of presentation. Remember that even though "spell-checker" is very helpful, it can not identify such errors. While this is not a writing or grammar course, it should contribute to your ability to write effectively. In the long run, writing is one of the most valuable skills you will learn in college. You are strongly urged to buy a style book that will give you complete rules for preparing papers for this course and all others you will do at Temple and beyond. In addition to our required writer’s manual, two excellent ones are Kate Turabian, Student's Guide for Writing Papers or Chicago Manual of Style. Both are available through the bookstore.  

Students should always keep a copy (or original) of their essays so it can serve as a sample of writing to accompany applications for jobs or graduate school. If papers are not returned during the semester, students should pick them up during the following semester. I will not be responsible for papers not picked up after one semester.

Written assignments handed in late will be penalized. After each paper due, I will ask questions in class regarding the topics that has been written.  Oral presentation constitutes part of your grade in the participation category. 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
Our classroom is based on trust in each other's academic integrity. With this trust, our course can be informal and flexible. The other side of the coin is that any acts that undermine this trust in academic integrity are serious matters.

All tests must reflect a student's own, individual work, and must be done in the specified time period. Cheating will be considered to be an admission by the student that he or she has not mastered the material in question.  Written assignments must be based on the student's own research, reading and writing specifically for this course and the topic assigned.  If you like what another author says and wish to use that material, be sure you use quotation marks and footnotes so you show clearly the line between your own insights and the insights of someone else. Failure to make this distinction clear constitutes plagiarism, which is very serious violation of the principles of academic integrity.

· GRADES

Grades will be assigned based on an evaluation of a student's mastery of the course material. Grades will reflect the following levels of mastery:

A 93-100

Thorough understanding of all material; sound grasp of all theoretical and empirical materials directly listed in the syllabus. Independent reading and research going beyond the materials in the syllabus.  Expression of insights, both orally and in writing, at an adult level of presentation.

A- 90-93

Thorough understanding of all material; sound grasp of all theoretical and empirical materials.  Expression of insights at an adult level of presentation.

B+ B B- 89-80

Reasonably sound understanding of most conceptual principles and familiarity with most of the empirical materials.

C+ C 79-70

Weak understanding of conceptual principles. Marginal familiarity with empirical materials.

D    69-60

Serious conceptual and/or factual errors.

F below 60

Completely detached from the materials of the class.

CONTENTS OF DISCUSSION 



Introduction: Background

Jan. 29, Mon., 2007

Introduction
· Syllabus

· Spelling System

Video: “Ultimate China”

Jan. 31, Wed.

Introduction--continued

· China Studies

· Development of Discipline

· Alternative Approaches

 (Read: Introduction and Chap. 1 in Dittmer and Liu; Xia’s writings on “China Rises Companion”)

Part One: Chronological Perspective

Feb. 5, Mon.

Geographic and Demographic Context

· Ecology

· Many Faces of China and the Chinese

Tradition and Transformation

· Confucian Culture 

· Rise and Fall of Imperial Structure

· The Opium War: Modernization Challenge from the West

Revolution and the Communist Victory

The Origins of Revolution

The Explanations for the Communist Victory

The Nature of the New Regime

DVD: The Butterfly Lovers (Musical and Dancing)

(Read: Chaps. 1 and 2 in Benson)

Feb. 7, Wed.
Videotape: China in Revolution (1911-1949)

(Read: Chap. 3 in Benson)

Feb. 14, Wed.

Turbulent Decades (1958-78)

· The Soviet Model for Economic Development

· Mao's Populist Strategy: Great Leap Forward

· Ten Years of Political Chaos: the Cultural Revolution 

· Nature of Campaign Politics

· Factionalism and Succession to Mao

· Interim Years of Hua Guofeng

Video: “Art in Cultural Revolution”

(Read: Chaps. 4 in Benson)

Feb. 15, Thu. (Following Monday Schedule)

Video: China: The Mao Years (1949-1976)
Due date: Declaring your topic or choose your first book review topic!

Feb. 21, Mon.

Mao Zedong: Hero or Monster?

Video: The Private Life of Chairman Mao
Feb. 26, Mon.

The Deng Xiaoping Era

· Deng Xiaoping: Rise and Fall

· The Grand Debate: The Criterion of Truth
Video: “China: Born under the red Flag (1976-1997)”

(Read: Chap. 5 in Benson)

Feb. 28, Wed.
The Deng Xiaoping Era continued

· Reforms and Opening-up
· Debates on Reform Strategies
(Read: Chap. 3 in Ming Xia’s book, “The Dual Developmental State”; Chaps. 2 and 8 in Dittmer and Liu)

Mar. 5, Mon.

The Deng Xiaoping Era--continued

· Student Protests and Crisis of Reform

· Political Neo-authoritarianism: Case of Tiananmen Crackdown in 1989

· Deng Xiaoping's Legacy: the Developmental State Strategy
· China beyond Deng: Jiang's Era
Video: Tiananmen: The Gate of Heavenly Peace (Part I)

(Read: Chaps. 4 and 5 in Dittmer and Liu) 

Mar. 7, Wed.

Video: Tiananmen: The Gate of Heavenly Peace (Part II)

Due date: Proposal and first book review due.

 

Part Two: Institutions and Policies

Mar. 12, Mon.

The Chinese Constitutions and Central Leadership

· The Chinese Communist Party

· The Government: State Council
Video: “China’s Rise, Episode 4: The Party’s Game”

(Read: Chap.3 in Dittmer and Liu)

Mar. 14, Wed.

The Chinese Constitution--continued
· The Legislature: The National People's Congresses

· The Cadre System: Bureaucracy

· The Military: PLA
· Decision-making Process in China
 (Read: Ming Xia, "China's National People's Congress," to be distributed in class)

Mar. 19, Mon.

Law and Order in China

· The Legal System
· Crime, Corruption, and Vice

(Read: Chap. 17 in Dittmer and Liu; Ming Xia, “The Resurgence of Organized Crime in China: An Assessment;” Ming Xia, “Assessing and Explaining China’s Criminal Underworld,” Ming Xia, “The Political-Criminal Nexus in China: An Assessment.”
Mar. 21, Wed.

Watch video: “China: From the Inside,” Part 1 and 4.

(Read: Chap. 4 in Pei)

Due Date: Second book review due!

Mar. 26, Mon.

Sub-national Politics

· The Central-Local Relationship

· Grassroots Politics

· Neighborhood Governance

· Village Committees and Local Self-government

(Read: Chaps. 13, 14 in Dittmer and Liu; Ming Xia, "Informational Efficiency…" and “Government by the People, Chinese Style.”)

Mar. 28, Wed.

Democracy in China

· Democratization
· Rule of Law

(Read: Chap. 7 in Dittmer and Liu; Chap. 2 in Pei)
Apr. 11, Wed.

State and the Civil Society 

· Civil Society
· The Cyberspace: Public and Private Space

· Human rights
(Read: Chaps. 10 and 11 in Dittmer and Liu)

Due Date: First Essay due.

Apr. 16, Mon.

Policy Studies:

· Economic Development and Strategy
· Financial Reform
· Social Divide
· Education
Video: Haves and Have-nots: China and WTO

Video: “China’s Rise, Episode 1: Getting Rich is Glorious”

(Read: Chaps. 9 and 18 in Dittmer and Liu )

Apr. 18, Wed.

Contentious Politics

· Collective Protests

· Workers’ Politics 

· Policy toward intellectuals

Video: “China’s Rise, Episode 2: City of Dreams”

 (Read: Chap. 15 in Dittmer and Liu; Jae Ho Chung, Hongyi Lai and Ming Xia paper, “Mounting Challenges to Governance in China.”)

Apr. 23, Mon.

· Chinese Women

· Health
· Population and Family Planning,
DVD: “China’s Lost Girls”

Video: “China: from the Inside,” Part 2. 

(Read: Chap. 16 in Dittmer and Liu)

Apr. 25, Wed.
Environment and Environmental Crisis 
Video: “China’s Rise 3: Food is Heaven”

Video: “China: From the Inside,” Part 3.

Apr. 30, Mon.
Policies--continued
· Religions
· Freedom or Repression of Religion?
 (Read: Ming Xia and Shiping Hua on Falun Gong)

Video: “The Cross—Jesus in China, Episode 3: The Bitter Cup”

Watch video: Falun Gong: An Evil Cult
DVD: “The Real Story of Falun Dafa”  

May 2, Wed.

Education and Education Policy

Watch DVD: “Not One Less”

Watch Video: More than Rice (A Movie shot by a CUNY student)
Due Date: Final Report and Second Essay Due!


May 7, Mon.

· Ethnic Minorities

· Border Minority Regions: Tibet and other issues
The Greater China 

· Hong Kong reunion
· The Return of Macao
· Taiwan Issue
·  The First Democracy in Chinese History 
Video: “The Dangerous Strait”



Part Three: China and the International Community

May 9, Wed.

May 14, Mon.

May. 16, Wed.

Chinese Foreign Policy

The Chinese Perception of International System

China and Its Neighbors

· Russia, Japan, and Dispute in South China Sea

China and International Organizations

China and the United States  
· Bilateral Relationship and Domestic Factors

· Taiwan Factor and the Triangle Relationship

· US-China Economic Relations

(Read: Sutter; Read: Ming Xia, "US-PRC Trade-related Negotiations…")

Conclusion: China's Search for Historic Importance

The Peaceful Rise of China?

Summary of Current Crises

Different Scenarios for China's Projection
(Read: Chap. 5 in Pei; Conclusion in Ditmmer and Liu; Ming Xia, "From Camaraderie to the Cash Nexus…")

Thank you for taking my class.

Enjoy a happy summer! You have earned it!
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