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COURSE DESCRIPTION


Aristotle, father of political science, once said, “Man is by nature a political animal.”  So is woman.  Unfortunately, many people, especially among the young, think that they can escape from politics by hating it or ignoring it.  Since politics is something about “who gets what, when, and how,” the trend of “Americans Hate Politics” will dissipate people’s incentive to participate in public affairs, weaken the basis for a system of justice, and erode American democracy.  In response to the current crises arising from political apathy in our public life, this course will introduce students, future political leaders and activists, to the political world.    


The major task of this course is to help students realize the relevance of politics to our everyday life and to provide intellectual concepts to decode puzzling political phenomena.  This course will discuss the following major topics: basic concepts in politics (such as state, government, power, legitimacy, and constitutionalism), political culture and political ideologies, forms of political behaviors from democratic participation to violent revolution, varieties of democratic and non-democratic forms of government (including the American system and other governments in the world), major institutions within the government, public policy, and international politics.  Through discussion and analysis of important political phenomena and institutions in the United States and other countries, this course is designed to equip students with basic analytical tools and skills to understand our society and to guide our real political lives.  


The objectives you are expected to achieve in this class can be summarized as follows:

· Familiarize with fundamental terms in the discipline of political science and understand their accurate meanings as commonly recognized by the scholarly community.

· Learn how to relate these terms to our political society and how to use them to interpret political events.

· Know where and how to identify primary sources for political information and analysis.

· Acquire basic ability to present your own political analysis in the form of oral presentation and writing.

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS
W. Phillips Shively, Power and Choice: An Introduction to Political Science (McGraw Hill Higher Education, 2007).

George McKenna and Stanley Feingold, Clashing Views on Political Issues (15th Edition) (McGraw Hill Contemporary Learning Series, 2007).

GRADING AND REQUIREMENTS

	Auto-biographical Report  

Revision of the Report

Midterm Exam

Final Exam

Participation

Attendance

Quizzes
	15%

10%

25%

30%

5%

5%

10%



Biographical Report: You are expected to write an autobiographical report for this class.  This report, which will be due on the mid-term examination day, provides a complete story in your own life and with political contents (for example, election volunteering, community campaign, running for student government, lobbying the city, the state or the federal government, encounter with the law enforcement officers, experiences with bureaucracy, overseas political activities, or participation in student demonstrations), which you think was a milestone in your political self-consciousness and indicated your socialization into politics.  In the final section of this report, you shall give a theoretical analysis of your own story and relate it to the concepts you have learned in this class to elicit the deeper meaning of your own behaviors and activities.  


The autobiographical report is due on the mid-term exam day, Oct. 26, 2006.  The revised report is due on Dec. 7, 2006.  Delay will incur penalty.  One day accounts for one point.  But delayed essay beyond one week will not be accepted.  

You are required to revise or rewrite your writing assignment to demonstrate your improvement.  Based upon your revision, you will get a new grade.     

Both reports shall be typewritten and double-spaced. They should have 3-5 pages. You shall use 12 font size, one-inch margin, and page number.  You should provide at least one piece of footnote or endnote, and sources of information in your book review.  Reports without spelling check and proofreading will be penalized.  To finish your reports, you are recommended to meet me at least once in each half of the semester.

In about every week, I will give you either an in-class or a take-home quiz.  You turn in your take-home quiz before the next class starts.  In each quiz, there are five to ten multiple-choice questions.  In the whole semester, I will give you 8 such quizzes.  But the better four will be chosen for your grade.  No make-up will be given for these quizzes.  Once the class starts, no quiz will be accepted. 

The midterm and final exams will be a mixture of multiple choice, definitions, and short answer questions.  Study guides will be distributed at least one week before the exams.  No make-up will be given.  In case of emergency excuses, documents are required for justifying a special arrangement for the make-up.  Usually this should be done before the exam happens or within one week after the emergency transpires.  


Considering my lecture will give information not covered by textbooks, attendance is very important.  According to the college attendance policy, students who are absent from this course more than six hours (two weeks) will NOT get graded.  Within this limit, each absence will automatically deduct one point from your attendance grade.

 
My grading for all these requirements will follow 100-point system.  My final score report will be converted into A-F system.  This conversion will roughly follow this formula:

A A-  100-90      B+ B B-   89-80      C+ C   79-70       D+ D 69-60      F     below 60   


Final grades will be assigned roughly on the basis of:

· A  93-100

Though understanding of all material; sound grasp of all theoretical and empirical materials directly listed in the syllabus.  Independent reading and research following the suggestions in the syllabus.  Expression of insights, both orally and in writing, at an adult level of presentation.  Attend class regularly and participate classroom discussion actively.

· A- 90-93

Though understanding of all material; sound grasp of all theoretical and empirical materials.  Expression of insights at an adult level of presentation.  Attend class regularly and participate in classroom discussion.

· B+ B B- 89-80

Reasonably sound understanding of most conceptual principles and familiarity with most of the empirical materials.  Attend class regularly.

· C+ C 79-70

Weak understanding of conceptual principles.  Marginal familiarity with empirical materials.  Attend class regularly.

· D 69-60

Serious conceptual and factual errors.  Attend class irregularly, come late or leave early. Behavioral problems in classroom.

· F

Completely detached from the materials of the class.  Excessive absence or serious behavioral problems resulting in disruption of lecture.

SUGGESTED WEBSITES FOR EXPLORATION

In case you miss class or quiz, you can write a website exploration report (one page) to compensate the losses.  The formula is: One report will cancel one absence (this situation will not be more than three times), and two reports will give you a quiz grade based on your average on other quizzes. 

· General News

C-SPAN at http://www.c-span.org/

CNN at http://www.cnn.com/

New York Times at http://www.nytimes.com

The London Times at http:www.the-times.co.uk/news/pages/home.html/1280399

National Public Radio at http://www.npr.org
· Political Science

American Political Science Association at http://www.apsanet.org/

John F. Kennedy School of Government at http://ksgwww.harvard.edu/

Political Scientist’s Guide to the Internet at http://www.trincoll.edu/~pols/guide/home.html

Political Science Resources on the Web at http://www.lib.umich.edu/libhom/


documents.center/frames/polscifr.html
· American Politics and Government

U.S. Federal Government Agencies page at http://www.lib.lsu.edu/gov/fedgov.html

The Great American Website at http://www.uncle-sam.com/unclesam/

U.S House of Representatives at http://www.house.gov/

U.S. Senate at http://senate.gov/

National Conference on State Legislatures at http://www.ncsl.org/

Federalist papers at http://www.law.uoknor.edu/hist/federalist/

Constitution Society at http://www.constitution.org/

US Historical Documents at http://kuhttp.cc.ukans.edu/carrie/docs/docs_us.html

NAACP at http://www.naacp.org/

ACLU at http://www.aclu.org/

Christian Coalition at http;//www.cc.org

Republican Party index at http://www.republicanparty.com/
Democratic Party Index at http://www.democraticparty.com/
· International Politics

The United Nations at http://www.un.org/

CIA Publications and Handbooks at http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/pubs.html

Foreign Affairs Magazine at http://www.foreignaffairs.org/

The National Endowment for Democracy at http://www.ned.org

Dushkin Online to support international studies at http://www.duskin.com/online/ 

CLASS SCHEDULE



Introduction

Aug. 31, 2006


Introducing the syllabus, discussing the relevancy of political science to our everyday life, discussing etiquette in classroom (pay special attention to “Three Strikes, You Are Out” rule.) 


Basic Concepts and Ideas
Sept. 7, 2006 


What is Politics?

Is Politics a Science?

A Framework for Political Analysis
Major Political Ideologies
(Reading: Chapters 1 and 2 in Shively. Here I mean before you attend each class, you should finish your reading.  However, you shall read the introduction and Chapter 1 immediately as the semester starts.)
Part One: The State, the Citizen and Public Policy

Sept. 14
 
Nations, States, and Governments
State-Building and Nation-building

Challenges to the State

Individuals, Individualism, and Constitutions

(Reading Chapters 3 in Shively)

Public Policy


The Role of Government

(Reading Chapter 4 in Shively)

Sept. 21 


The Political Economy of the State


Efficiency vs. Justice

(Reading Chapters 5 and 6)


Debates:

Affirmative Action

Tax Cut

Social DIsparity

(Reading Issues 10, 13, and 14 in McKenna and Feingold)

Part Two: Institutions of Governance
Sept. 28 

Power, Authority, and Legitimacy

Forms of Governments: Democracy and Autocracy 

Totalitarianism and Authoritarianism  


Pluralism, Elitism and Democracy

Democratization
(Reading Chapters 7 and 8 in Shively)

Constitutions and Constitutional Designs

(Reading Chapter 9 in Shively)

Oct. 5 

Debates: 

American Exceptionalism


Democracy and Terrorism

Racial Profiling

The Use of Torture 

(Reading Issues 1, 2, 11 and 19 in McKenna and Feingold)

Oct. 12 


Elections and Voting

Parties and Party System

Interest Groups and Lobbying Politics

Interest Group Politics and Civic Engagement

Social movement
(Reading: Chapters 10, 11, 12, and 13 in Shively)

Oct. 19


Debates:

Electoral College

The Bias of the Media

Public Financing of the Campaigns

(Reading Issues 3, 4, and 5 in McKenna and Feingold)

Oct. 26 

Mid-term Exam


Report Due


Nov. 2, 2006
 

Parliamentary System


Presidential System

 (Reading Chapters 14 and 15 in Shively) 
Nov. 9

Debates:

The Congressional Powers

The Presidential Privileges

(Reading Issues 6 and 8 in McKenna and Feingold)

Nov. 16 


Administration and Bureaucracy

(Reading Chapter 16 in Shively)
 


Legal System and the Courts
(Reading: Chapter 17 in Shively)
Nov. 30


Debates

Capital Punishment

Abortion

Patriot Act

Illegal Immigration

(Reading Issues 9, 12, 15, and 16 in McKenna and Feingold)



Part Three: International Politics

Dec. 7, 2006

International Politics and Foreign Policy

Revised Report Due

(Reading: Chapter 18 in Shively)
Debates:

Foreign Trade

War in Iraq

The Role of UN

American Leadership in the World

(Reading Issues 17, 18, 20 and 21 in McKenna and Feingold)

Dec. 14, 2006

 
Final Exam

Thank you for taking this course and I wish you a happy holiday season! 
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