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COURSE DESCRIPTION





	This course introduces students to political institutions and their operations in selected foreign countries.  Based on the criterion of representativeness, nine countries are selected to form a “most different cases design” for comparative analysis.  Basic political structures, constitutional concepts, interactions among major actors, important political ideas and major public policies will be under our discussion.  This course is designed to strike a balance between the country studies and cross-sectional analysis of the governments of the nine countries.  





	Geographically, this course covers the United Kingdom, France, Germany, Russia (and the former USSR), Japan, China, Mexico, India and Nigeria.  For the reason of comparison, the American presidency will be discussed from a cross-cultural perspective.  These countries are compared on four perspectives: political culture, political framework, political participation and evaluation of political performance.  Based on these concrete case studies, it leads students to a higher level of abstraction and to achieve a good understanding of the different forms of governments, including democratic systems (parliamentarism and presidentialism) and authoritarian systems (communist and developing countries) and transitional regimes in the post-Communist states; of the different structures of state (unitary and federal); of the different forms of central government (separations of powers, fusion of powers, etc.); of different political cultures and their influences on political structures.  Several other important topics are also covered in this course, these are state function, relationship between the state and society, political economy of development and modernization, processes of political decision and policy implementation, and the citizen's participation in politics.  





	Students are expected to clarify basic concepts in political science through concrete examples of selected countries, to gain a solid understanding of major types of governments in the world, and to acquire the ability of applying these concepts to analyze current political issues that go beyond the scope of the countries discussed.  One of the two practical purpose is to prepare students with analytical tool and background information for understanding and interpreting daily events in international affairs.  The another one is to provide a broader academic horizon to students for future study by discussing the relatedness among American Politics, International Politics, and Comparative Politics.  Because this course covers too many countries and issues, it requires students to read our textbooks aggressively and thoroughly.  Basically, Germany and Mexico will only be briefed and most materials will depend on your self-study.


	


REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS





Gabriel A. Almond, G. Bingham Powell, Jr., Kaare Strom, and Russell J. Dalton, ed., Comparative Politics Today: A World View (7th Edition) (Addison Wesley Longman, 2000). 





Christian Soe, Comparative Politics: Annual Edition (00/01) (Dushkin McGraw-Hill, 2000).





RECOMMENDED HANDBOOK





Gregory M. Scott and Stephen M. Garrison, The Political Science Student Writer’s Manual (3rd Edition, Prentice Hall, 2000).  This book is strongly recommended for all students.  It can be very helpful for your writing assignments in this course and all other social science and humanities classes.  You can order it through our bookstore.





COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING





Scores on assignments and exams will be weighted as follows:





Test 1 (Part 1 and 2)


Test 2 (chapters on UK, France, and Germany)                                   


Test 3 (chapters on Japan, Russia and China)                                       


Test 4 (chapters on India, Mexico, and Nigeria)                                   


Paper 1 (Defining Democracy)          


Paper 2 (Crafting Democratization)                                                           


Participation   


Attendance                                                     �
15%


15%


15%


15%


15%


15%


5%


5%�
�
    	                                        


	All the above scores will follow 100-point system.  Final score will be converted into A-to-F system roughly on the basis of:


A A-     100-90      B+ B B-  89-80     C+ C C- 79-70     D+ D D-  69-60       F Below 60


	


	Final grades will be assigned roughly on the basis of:


A  93-100


Though understanding of all material; sound grasp of all theoretical and empirical materials directly listed in the syllabus.  Independent reading and research following the suggestions in the syllabus.  Expression of insights, both orally and in writing, at an adult level of presentation.  Attend class regularly and participate classroom discussion actively.


A- 90-93


Though understanding of all material; sound grasp of all theoretical and empirical materials.  Expression of insights at an adult level of presentation.  Attend class regularly and participate in classroom discussion.


B+ B B- 89-80


Reasonably sound understanding of most conceptual principles and familiarity with most of the empirical materials.  Attend class regularly.


C+ C 79-70


Weak understanding of conceptual principles.  Marginal familiarity with empirical materials.  Attend class regularly.


D 69-60


Serious conceptual and factual errors.  Attend class irregularly, come late or leave early. Behavioral problems in classroom.


F


Completely detached from the materials of the class.  Excessive absence or serious behavioral problems resulting in disruption of lecture.





	All questions in exams are definition and short-answer type questions.  A study guide will be distributed before each section is discussed.





	Work turned in late without convincing justifications will not be accepted.  Even if delay is justifiable, one day after due day will cause a deduction of one point.  If you are unable to take an exam due to circumstances beyond your control (for example, illness), please contact me timely to work out a suitable make up time. In case of emergency excuses, documents are required for justifying a special arrangement for the make-up.  Usually this should be done before the exam happens or within one week after the emergency transpires.  Academic cheating and plagiarism are not tolerated. If you are not clear about regulations regarding academic cheating and plagiarism, please read the handbook for undergraduate students. 





	Considering that my lectures will cover materials beyond our textbooks, attendance, participation and reading are extremely important. I will not give grade to those students whose absence has more than ten hours (cumulative, equivalent to 3 classes).  If you are unable to attend for reasons beyond your control, you have the responsibility to (1) notify the instructor in advance or after, (2) make up any readings, notes and class work, (3) find out any changes in syllabus have occurred.  





	If The New York Times has been a part of your everyday life, you are encouraged to share your information and insights with your peer group in class.  You bet that will add weight to your participation and your writing assignments.





Two Papers:


First Paper Title: Defining Democracy (4-6 pages)


Due: Oct. 30, 2000


	The first report will focus on the meaning of democracy and the diversity of democracies in industrial nations.  You shall define democracy both as idea and institution.  You shall also try to touch these questions in your report: Do we have a single set of institutions, practices and values embodied democracy?  Can we find different types of democracy in the World?  How can countries be democratic differently?  What are minimum components for a democracy?  What is the relationship between democracy and capitalism?  What are potential threats to democracy in today's Western politics?  Whether there is a crisis of democracy or not?  Give me your comments on the merits of democracy.





Second Paper Title:  Designing Democratization (4-6 pages)


Due: Dec. 13, 2000


	The second report will focus on conditions and strategies for democratization in post-Communist and developing countries.  You shall touch these questions in your report: What are the “three waves of democratization”?  What are important conditions for democratization?  Are there necessary preconditions for democracy in these countries?  What important factors are facilitating or obstructing democratic transition? What are obvious obstacles to this democratization process?  Is cultural factor one of these obstacles? Have we seen different routes for political development pursued by transitional societies?  What is the future of democratization in these non-Western countries?  How about the destiny of the "third wave"?  





Required Reading For Writing the Two Papers





Textbook edited by Gabriel A. Almond, G. Bingham Powell, Jr., Kaare Strom, and Russell J. Dalton.





For the First Essay:


#25 “What Democracy is...and is not,” by Philippe Schimitter and Terry Karl.


#26 “Congress and the House of Commons” by Gregory Mahler. 


#27 “Campaign and Party Finance: What Americans Might Learn from Abroad,” by Arthur Gunlicks.


#52 “Capitalism and Democracy,” by G. Almond


#2  “Unwritten Rules: Britain’s Constitutional Revolution,” by Donley Studlar.


#10 “A Survey of France,” by Sophie Pedder.


#14 “Tocqueville in Italy,” by David Kirp.


#19 “Democratic Imperfections: Trends in the Role of Public Opinion, Political Parties, and Interest Groups” (Three essays).


#23  “Women in Power: From Tokenism to Critical Mass,” by Jane Jaquette.


#24  “Women in National Parliament.”


#25  “The Gavel and the Robe.”





For the Second Essay:


#50 “Is the Third Wave over,” by Larry Diamond.


#51 “Serial Utopia,” by Christian Tyler.


#35 “The Emerging Face of the New Europe,” by Stefan Wagstyl .


#36 “The Post-Communist Divide,” by Jacques Rupnik.


#38 “Yeltsin’s Legacy: Russia’s Flawed Reformer.” 


#41 “Globalization’s Double Edge,” by Robert Samuelson.


#45 “Jiang Zemin: On the Right Side of History?” by Bruce Gilly.


#46 “In March toward Capitalism, China Has Avoided Russia’s Path,” by Henry Chu.


#43 “Mexico is Changing, But How It Handles the Future Is Pivotal.”


#54 “Jihad vs. McWorld,” by Benjamin Barber. 





	All these articles are in Soe's selection, Comparative Politics: Annual Edition.








COURSE SCHEDULE





Module One


Sept. 6, 2000 


Introduction  


Distributing syllabus 


What is Politics? Jargons of Political System


American Politics, Comparative Politics, International Politics and Public Policy.  





Sept. 11


A Reference Framework: American Presidentialism 


(Read: Chapter 19.  Reading should be done before the meeting of class)





Module Two


Sept. 13


Reasons for Governments 


Types of Government: Aristotle's View


Authoritarian System, Totalitarian System, Democratic System





Comparativism


Theory and Concepts of Comparative Politics


(Read: Chapter 1 and 2)





Sept. 18


Political Culture and Political Socialization


(Read: Chapter 3) 





Sept. 20


Interest Articulation


Interest Aggregation and Political Parties


(Read: Chapter 4 and 5)





Sept. 25


Government and Policy-Making


(Read: Chapter 6)





Sept. 27


Public Policy


 (Read: Chapter 7)





Oct. 2


Test One





Module Three  


Oct. 4, Oct. 10, Oct. 11


British Westminster Model: Parliamentary System


(Read: Chapter 8)





Oct. 16, Oct. 18, Oct. 23


French Semi-Presidential System  


(Read: Chapter 9)





Oct. 25


German Parliamentary System 


(Read: Chapter 10)





Oct. 30


Test Two


Paper 1 is due .





Module Four 


Nov. 1, Nov. 6


USSR: Totalitarianism and Party State


Russia: From Totalitarianism to Post-Communism


(Read: Chapter 12)





Nov. 8, Nov. 13


Japan: Asian Democracy     


(Read: Chapter 11)





Nov. 15


A Comparative Analysis: Germany, Japan and Russia





Nov. 20, Nov. 27 


China: Market Socialism 


A Comparative Analysis: USSR and China


(Read: Chapter 13)





Dec. 4


Test  3





Module Five 


Nov. 29, 


Mexico: Transition Away From One Party Rule


(Read: Chapter 14)





Dec. 6, Dec. 11


India: Democracy under Stress


(Read: Chapter 17)





Dec. 13


Nigeria: A New Democratic Attempt


Different Routes of Political Development 


(Read: Chapter 18)


Due day for Paper 2





Dec. 18


Test 4





Thank all of you and have a nice holiday season!
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