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COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVE

Foreign policy is a set of behaviors conducted by the state (or its representatives) to achieve desired results in its interaction with the international environment. The policy makers can select a variety of instruments and strategies to pursue a collection of objectives in a bilateral or multilateral setting, mainly interacting with foreign sovereign states, international organizations, or non-state actors. This course is an analysis of American foreign policy, especially putting stress on the two periods of the Cold War and post-Cold War eras. The United States started as a new power at the beginning of, and triumphed as the only superpower at the end of the Twentieth Century, and now continues to be the indisputable sole superpower, and this status is projected even into the coming decade. Therefore, American foreign policy has significant implications both to American people and the global community. A critical understanding of American foreign policy, and as a result of it, the active participation and educated deliberation by well-informed citizens in foreign policy making process, will contribute to peace, security and prosperity not only for American people, but also for the global citizens.      

Even though the three levels of analysis have become a foundational tool in the studies of foreign policy and international relations, in the context of American foreign policy, the international level factors are often receded into a remote background. Very often, people take an American-centric perspective to conceive American foreign policy as a projection of American will upon the world. This perspective tends to make people believe that the successful imposition of American expectation upon and the extraction of resources from the world or other countries simply depend upon the capabilities that the United States has possessed or can muster. Many people underestimate the difficulty of turning expectation into decision, then into operation, and finally into product. Because of a lack of proper attention to the relational nature of foreign policy and the absence of the targeted actors in many cases of foreign policy deliberation and decision-making, a gap between promise and performance often characterizes U.S. foreign policy, especially after the end of Cold War. Consequently from this resulted numerous setbacks and failures, which are not inevitable for a great power such as the U.S..     

Power is contextual, relational, and dynamic. As in democratic domestic politics, the effective and legitimate use of power firstly depends upon the consent of the governed. In foreign policy, the effective and legitimate exercise of power in the international context has to take into consideration the consent of the concerned. This course will treat foreign policy as a dynamic decision-making process in anticipating and responding to the feedbacks from the targeted actors. The analytical framework for this course is based upon the idea of “nested games”(George Tsebelis). Basically, the decision-makers (or state representatives) are engaged in “games in multiple arenas”; primarily they have to interface with the domestic constituency as well as the international environment. The traditional three levels of analysis will be interlaced with this analysis of nested games. 

Concretely speaking, this course consists of three parts: the historical roots and evolution of American foreign policy, the current issues of American foreign policy since the end of the Cold War, and the decision-making process and politics of American foreign policy. The following questions will be discussed and answered:

1. What are the fundamental values embodied in American foreign policy? How have American ideals and values evolved in the historical course? 

2. How has the United States defined and redefined its national interest? How have realists and idealists interpreted and reinterpreted American national interest differently?

3. What had contributed to the procession of the United States from an isolationist state into an empire and finally into a superpower?

4. What major policies did the United States pursue during the Cold War? Why did the United States triumph in the Cold War?

5. After the end of Cold War, what new challenges has the United States faced? In particular, how has the September 11th attack reoriented U.S. foreign policy? And also, how has globalization impacted upon American foreign policy, especially in political economy? How have these challenges differed from the traditional issues of security and conflict in nature? What policies have been formulated under the three administrations (George Bush, Bill Clinton and George W. Bush)?

6. What are the structures and processes of the foreign policy decision-making? How have different issue areas changed the setting of decision-making and the involvement of different actors? What roles have the Presidency and the Congress played in the politics of foreign policy? How has the relationship between these two institutions changed over foreign policy issues?

7. What is the politics of foreign policy within the United States? What societal actors have been involved in this politics? What values and resources are they questing for? How have they complicated and democratized the foreign policy-making process?

8. What major failures can we identify in U.S. foreign policy in terms of American national interest (in the narrow sense defined by realists)? What major flaws can we identify in U.S. foreign policy in terms of the global justice? (Should justice be a value in foreign policy making?) 

9. How are U.S. policies perceived and judged in the global community? What a global role should the United States take in the Twenty-First Century? 

As a high-level course designed mainly for majors in political science and relevant social sciences, this course expects to achieve the following objectives: (1) developing a thorough understanding of the substance of American foreign policy and decision-making process; (2) developing a critical thinking toward U.S. foreign policy through reading and discussion; (3) acquiring a basic ability to conduct library research; and (4) learning basic skills and familiarizing with format matters in writing a scholarly report.    

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS

1. Daniel S. Papp, Loch K. Johnson, and John E. Endicott, American Foreign policy: History, Politics, and Policy (New York: Pearson/Longman, 2005).

2. Ralph G. Carter, ed., Contemporary Cases in U.S. Foreign Policy: From Terrorism to Trade (Washington, DC: CQ Press, 2005).

3. Loch K. Johnson, Seven Sins of American Foreign Policy (New York: Pearson/Longman, 2007).

CLASS ATTENDANCE

Class discussions and lectures will supplement and highlight materials in the readings. Regular class attendance is necessary for you to master the materials of the course and is expected. Students who miss a class have the responsibility to find out from classmates (or the instructor) the material covered in that class. According to the New York State legislation, I will not give grade to student whose absence goes beyond two weeks. If you have emergencies beyond your control, please inform the instructor before your absence or immediately after your return to the class.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING
The final grade you will get from this class mainly comes from a case study report on a chosen U.S. foreign policy issue (it can be bilateral, multilateral, toward a country, or an international organization, or on an issue). To complete this case study report, you need to proceed with the following three steps: (1) Declaring your interest and deciding on your topic (it must be recent, at least since 1990) in consultation with the instructor; (2) Searching the Lexis-Nexis for reports (especially for news analyses) from major newspapers and magazines, (3) Working out a list of reference materials, (4) Drafting your report and presenting to the class, and finally, (5) Completing your case study report by following the format of Carter’s chapters (nature of the issue, background, major actors, process, result, evaluation, chronology, reference, etc.).

The five staged accomplishments will be graded by the following formula:

· Declaration of Your Interest (Due Date: 03/05), 10 points (On time and approved, each day delayed will cost one point; after two-week delay, you will not get point from this category.)

· Compilation of print-outs from Lexis-Nexis (Due date: 03/26), 10 points.

· A list of annotated references (Due Date: 04/11), 10 points.

· Draft and presentation (Draft due date: 04/25; presentation date: TBA), 10 points.

· Final report (05/02), 50 points.

Another 10 points will be given based upon your class behavior (lateness, early leaving, disruptive behavior such as chatting, sleeping and snoring, being in and out of the class during the lectures, etc.) and participation, and attendance.

A: 93+, A-: 90-92; B+: 87-89; B: 84-86; B-: 80-83; C+: 77-79; C: 70-78; D: 60-70; F: Below 60.

COURSE SCHEDULE

Part I: Analytical Tools

Jan. 29, Mon., 2007

Introduction: Syllabus, Requirements, Etiquettes, etc.

Jan. 31, Wed.

Feb. 5, Mon.

Framework of Analysis

Tsebelis, “Nested Games”

Read: All three introductions in the textbooks.

Feb. 7, Wed.

Three Levels of Analysis

“Double-Edged Diplomacy”

Read: Chap. 1 in Papp, et al.

Feb. 14, 

Realists vs. Idealists in U.S. Foreign Policy

Read: Chap. 2 in Papp, et al.

Part II: Historical Roots and Evolution

Feb. 15, Thu. (Following Monday Schedule)

The Birth of a New Nation and Nation-building

Read: Chap. 3 in Papp, et al.

Feb. 21, Mon.

Building an Empire

Read: Chap. 4 in Papp, et al.

Feb. 26, Mon.

Becoming a Global Power

Read: Chap. 5 in Papp et al.

Feb. 28, Wed.

Mar. 5, Mon.

U.S. as Superpower

U.S.-Soviet Relationship

From Korea, to Cuba, to Vietnam, and to Iran 

Fighting and Winning the Cold War 

03/05: Declaring your research interest!

Read: Chap. 6 in Papp, et al.

Mar. 7, Wed.

Mar. 12, Mon.

The Lonely Superpower in the Post-Cold World

Bush Senior and the First Iraq War

Clinton Administration

Bush Jr. and the Second Iraq War

Bush Doctrine and Neo-imperialism

Video: “The Long Road to War”

Read: Chap. 7 in Papp, et al and Chap. 4 in Carter.

Mar. 14, Wed.

Challenges of Terrorism

Read: Chap. 3 and 13 in Carter.

Part III: Decision-making Process and Politics 

Mar. 19, Mon.

The Presidency and the Bureaucracy

The Military-Industrial Complex

Read: Chap. 8 in Papp and Chaps. 6 and 8  in Carter.

Mar. 21, Wed.

The Congressional Role

Read: Chap. 9 in Papp, et al and Chaps. 2 and 7 in Carter.

Mar. 26, Mon.

The Role of the Public

Read: Chap. 1 in Carter.

03/26: Submitting Your Collection of Search Results!

Mar. 28, Wed.

The Open Instruments for American Foreign Policy

Read: Chap. 10 in Papp, et al.

Apr. 11, Wed.

The Secret Instruments for American Foreign Policy

Read: Chap. 11 in Papp, et al.

04/11: Submitting Your List of Annotated References.

Part IV: Significant Issues on the Foreign Policy Agenda

Apr. 16, Mon.

War and National Security

Read: Chap. 12 in Papp, et al; Chap. 5 in Carter.

Apr. 18, Wed.

Foreign Economic Policy

Read: Chap. 13 in Papp, et al; in Chap. 9 in Carter.

Apr. 23, Mon.

Dealing with China and Cuba

Read: Chaps. 10 and 11 in Carter.

Apr. 25, Wed.

American Military Presence on Foreign Soils

American Militarism?

Read: Chap. 14 in Papp, et al.

04/25: Draft Due!

Apr. 30, Mon.

Human Rights Diplomacy

Promotion of Democracy and Nation-Building

Read: Chap. 15 in Papp, et al.

May 2, Wed.

U.S. Relations with the IGOs (UN and ICC)

Read: Chaps. 13 and 14 in Carter.

05/02: Final Report Due!

May 7, Mon.

U.S. and Global Environmental Crisis

Read: Chap. 12 in Carter.

May 9, Wed.

Assessing U.S. Foreign Policy

Realist, Idealist, Critical, and Communitarian Perspectives.

Read: Johnson, to finish the book until the end of the semester.

May 14, Mon.

May. 16, Wed.

May 21, Final Exam Week. 
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