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COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course examines the theories and practices of political and economic development (or under-development) in non-Western countries.  The so-called developing countries, or less-developed countries, or the Third World, include more than 140 countries in Asia, Latin America, Africa, and the Middle East. This course is intended to help students gain a solid and systematic understanding of major issues in the developing countries.  Due to the deepening interdependence of nations in the process of globalization, the developing world has direct implications for and impact upon our own living.  In addition, through discussing non-Western theories and perspectives on development, we want to listen to the local voices and opinions.  This can help American students understand better the efforts and struggles of the local people in developing countries, appreciate more the wisdom and rationale of their chosen development strategies, and hopefully, facilitate a more constructive North-South dialogue and the establishment of a mutually beneficial relationship.

This course consists of five major sections: The first part is devoted to a general discussion on development and development theory.  It provides an introduction to traditional societies, common features of developing nations, legacies of colonialism, different strategies for development, resilient factors for development, problems and crises in the process of development.  It also discusses the classic development theory, namely, the modernization theory, to prepare the students for future discussion. We will also have a general survey on Asia, Latin America, Africa and the Middle East.  The second part is devoted to the pursuit of wealth and economic changes by the developing countries in the context of globalization.  In the third part, we will focus on the issues and theories regarding economic development. The fourth part will be on political and social themes in development. However, in accordance to regional characteristics, each region will be given different emphases on some important themes, such as colonialism and neo-colonialism, role of religion, ethnic conflicts, women in society, agrarian politics, urbanization, soldiers in politics, political economy of transition, democratic consolidation and the broader international environment, etc. Also, we will discuss some homegrown theories of regional development to understand how these countries perceive their own situations and what blueprints they have for themselves. We will examine the roles of some major actors in the process of development and also the impact of development upon some segments of the population in the developing world and the global ecological system.  Particularly, the topic of democratic transition will be stressed. We will focus on some major thematic topics on development: political economy, ethnic conflict, democratization, population and environment, and woman. Our discussion on this will include the historical trend of democratization, preconditions for democracy, and factors facilitating or preventing democracy, experiences with democratic consolidation and the democratic future in the developing world.   Finally, we will examine the global context for the democratization and the creation of a market economy in the Third World. The role of the United States and international organizations will be stressed. In general, this course applies a comparative approach to discuss the patterns and problems of Third World developments in common.  The major goal of this course is to instill a North-South dimension into students’ thinking about the national and international affairs and policies.

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS
1.  December Green and Laura Luehrmann, Comparative Politics of the Third World: Linking Concepts and Cases (Boulder, Colo.: Lynne Rienner, 2003)

2.  UNDP, Human Development Report 2003: Millenium Development Goals: A Compact among nations to end poverty (New York: Oxford University,  2003).       

RECOMMENDED HANDBOOK

1.   Gregory M. Scott and Stephen M. Garrison, The Political Science Student Writer’s Manual (3rd Edition, Prentice Hall, 2000).  This book is strongly recommended for all students.  It can be very helpful for your writing assignments in this course and all other social science and humanities classes.  You can ask the bookstore to order it for you. 

REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING


Issue Reaction Paper                15%



Policy Brief Paper                   25%                     



Final Exam                              50%



Participation/Attendance         10%

Issue Reaction Paper: You are expected to write a paper by meeting the following six criteria: 1. Select a suitable reaction statement from our textbooks (you should pay special attention to the issues for discussion in Green and Luehrmann’s book).  Reaction statements are provocative and controversial declarations that beg for either a negative or a positive response.  You should discuss your chosen statements with the instruction before you proceed.  2. Explain your selection and answer the question why it is important to you.  3. Clearly define the issue addressed in the statement.  4. Clearly state your position on the issue.  5. Defend your position.  You should mobilize information from our textbooks and class discussion to defend your position.  6. Conclude concisely.  The grade will be based on the importance and forcefulness of your statement, your understanding of the textbooks and other class discussions demonstrated in your writing, logic and coherence of your writing, grammar and spelling.  Your research beyond our assigned textbooks is highly encouraged. Due is on March 9, 2005.

Policy Brief Paper: By selecting one non-democratic country (You can use Freedom House ranking as a criterion), you are required to develop a policy brief paper. This paper will include the assessment of the current state of democratic development, conditions for and obstacles to further democratization or democratic consolidation, and your strategy for promoting democracy in this country. Please consult your instructor for the choice of a country.  The paper is due on May 9, 2005.  

Two papers shall be typewritten and double-spaced and has 4-6 pages.  Regarding the format matter, you should consult The Political Science Student Writer’s Manual (Prentice, 2000, you can order it through the bookstore) and also visit http://www.dushkin.com for student help.  Delay on the two papers will incur penalty (One point will be deducted for each day).

The final exam will be essay questions.  Before the exam, I will distribute study guides for the class.  There will be no make-up exam to be administered unless an agreement has been worked out with the professor in advance or some uncontrollable events transpire.  

Considering that interaction with classmates is an essential part of learning and my lecture will give information not covered by textbooks, attendance is very important.  According to the college attendance policy, students who are absent from this course more than six hours (two weeks) will NOT get graded.

My grading for all these requirements will follow 100-point system.  My final score report will be converted into A-F system.  This conversion will roughly follow this formula:

A A-  100-90      B+ B B-   89-80      C+ C  79-70       D 69-60      F     below 60   

CONTENTS



Introduction
Jan. 31, 2005, M.


Introducing Syllabus

Introduction: Third World Politics at Crossroads 


Comparative Research Method

(Reading: Chap. 1 in Green and Luehrmann.)


Overview and Theory

Feb. 2, W.


The Third World

·  Third World Defined

·  Characteristics of Third World 

·  Crises of (Under-) Development


(Reading: UNDP, Overview)

Feb. 7, M.

Feb. 9, W.
Common Legacies 

· Traditional Society

· Colonialism and Neo-colonialism


(Reading: Chaps. 2 and 3 in Green and Luehrmann).

Feb. 14, M.
Feb. 16, W.

Theoretical Approaches to Development



·  Modernization Theory

·  Non-Western Perspectives 

·  Dependency Theory

·  Developmental State Model 

·  Development and Under-development


(Reading: Chap. 4 and 5 in Green and Luehrmann; ) 

Feb. 23, W. 

Feb. 28, M.

Common Challenges and Priorities


(Reading: Chaps. 1 and 2 in UNDP).

March 2, W.

March 7, M. 

Economic Development: Environment 


(Reading: Chaps. 6, 7 in Green and Luehrmann)
March 9, W. 

March 12, W.

Economic Development: Priority and Strategy

(Reading: Chaps. 8, 9 in Green and Luehrmann; Chap. 3 in UNDP)


Issue Reaction Paper Due on March 9.

March 14, M.

March 16, W.

March 21, M.


Sustainable Development: Social and Ecological Challenges

·   Population, Environment and Development

·   Women and Development



(Reading: Chaps. 4, 5, 6 in UNDP)

March 23, W.



Politics and Political Change

·  Civil Society


(Reading: Chap. 10 Green and Luehrmann; Chap. 7 in UNDP) 

March 30, W.
Politics and Political Change

·  Violence, Conflict, and Revolution

(Reading: Green and Luehrmann, Chaps. 12 and 13)

April 4, M.

April 6, W.

April 11, M.

April 13, W.


Democratic Transition

Democracy and Democratization

· The Three Waves of Democratization

· Transition to Democracy

· Factors Facilitating or Preventing Democratization

The Future of Democratic Transition and Consolidation


(Reading: Chap. 14, 15, 16 in Green and Luehrmann)

April 18, M.
April 20, W.


Environment for the Political Economy of Development

· IMF, MNCs, Debt and Aid

· Globalization and NIEO

(Reading: Chap. 17, 18, 19 in Green and Luehrmann)

May 2, M.

May 4, W.


The United States and the Third World


(Reading: Chaps. 20 and 21 in Green and Luehrmann; Chap. 8 in UNDP)

May 9, M.


Different Routes to Development


The Case of Singapore


Policy Brief Paper Due.


(Reading: handouts from the instructor)

May 11, W. 


Conclusion 


Wrap-up and Review for the final exam


(Reading: Chap. 22 in Green and Luehrmann)


May 23, M.

Final Examination

(Please double-check with the instructor!)

Thank you for taking this class and enjoy your summer holiday! 
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